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Carbon Monoxide—
the Silent Killer

Approximately 5,000 deaths are caused by carbon
monoxide poisoning every year. Carbon monoxide
often is called the silent killer because it is lighter
than air and you can't see it, smell it or taste it.
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Carbon monoxide poisons the body’ cells and
deprives them of oxygen. Mild exposure to carbon
monoxide may cause flu-like symptoms including,

a slight headache, nausea, vomiting and farigue.
More significant exposure may produce an intense
throbbing headache, drowsiness, confusion and heart
irregularities. An extreme exposure to carbon monoxide
may cause convulsions, unconsciousness, heart failure,
brain damage and death. The medical treatment for
carbon monoxide poisoning will depend on the amount
of carbon monoxide in the blood and the patient’
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furnaces, boilers and water heaters

* (zas, oil and kerosene space heaters

* (zas clothes dryers
* (Gas and wood kitchen

ranges, ovens and
fireplaces

(Gasoline powered
lawn mowers, snow

and weed eatsa

Cars, trucks, motorcycles and mopeds

Charcoal grills, candles and
gas lanterns

(Gas water heaters, dryers
and oil burners must
have flues that vent the
carbon monoxide
outside. Vent failure can

Surne of the mMost sorimon sausss
of sarbon monoitids polsoning are:

he Caused b}r venting S}Etems - .dm uhstm::ted r.:hil'nni.*.}’ or ﬂuE

or chimneys that were installed

incorrectly; obstructions in
chimneys, such as bir

or leaves; a de

* A malfunctioning gas clothes dryer

* A wood burning fireplace or gas
log burner that is not vented

es; ]
: properly
chimney that are
* Any space heater that
« corraded flue; 2
: not vented
ant‘appliances that are not
equipped with a venting system. + O ‘vs iances, furnaces
ater heaters that are

6°d'malfum:tjnnin ¢ or not
‘0 vented properly
(eQ * Barbecue grills used indoors
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* Automobile running in an open
or closed garage



